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ANNUAL  REPORTS  OF  THE  MEDICAL  OFFICER  OF 
HEALTH  AND  THE  SANITARY  INSPECTOR  FOR 

THE  YEAR  1949. 


Chairman  of  the  Health  Committee  : 

COUNCILLOR  C.  A.  PRATT,  J.P.,  C.A. 

Medical  Officer  of  Health  : 

F.  B.  MACKENZIE,  D.S.O.,  M.C.,  M.A.,  M.B.,  Ch.B.,  D.P.H. 

Chief  Sanitary  Inspector  and  Cleansing  Superintendent  : 

DAVID  J.  W.  ROBERTSON,  M.S.LA.,  M.Inst.P.C., 

Cert.  Meat  and  Food  Inspector. 

Additional  Sanitary  Inspector  : 

R.  B.  M.  ANDERSON, 

A.R.San.L,  A.I.S.E.,  M.R.I.P.H.H.,  M.S.LA. 

General  Sanitary  Assistant  : 

R.  BOWYER. 

Public  Health  Clerks  : 

Mrs.  F.  DETHERIDGE.  Miss  G.  WILLIAMS. 

STATISTICAL  SUMMARY  1949. 

Area  :  3,854  acres. 

Population  :  22,000. 

Number  of  Inhabited  Houses  :  6,309. 

Sum  represented  by  a  penny  rate  :  £363. 

Rateable  Value  :  £93,089. 

General  Rate  :  17/6  in  the  £. 

Birth  Rate  :  16*32. 

Death  Rate  :  10*95. 

Infantile  Death  Rate,  per  1,000  Births  :  44*56. 

Deaths  from  Diarrhoea  :  3. 

Deaths  from  Pulmonary  Tuberculosis  :  8  ;  from  other  Tuber¬ 
culosis  Diseases  :  0. 

Tuberculosis  Death  Rate  :  Pulmonary,  0*36  ;  Non-Pulmonary,  0. 


4 


ANNUAL  REPORT 

of  the 

MEDICAL  OFFICER  OF  HEALTH 

for  the 

URBAN  DISTRICT  OF  SEDGLEY. 

To  the  Chairman  and  Members  of  Sedgley  Urban  District  Council. 
Lady  and  Gentlemen, 

I  have  the  honour  to  present  to  you  my  Annual  Report  for 
the  year  1949,  and  do  so  in  accordance  with  the  requirements  of 
the  Ministry  of  Health  as  indicated  in  Circular  2/50.  The  report 
of  your  Sanitary  Inspector  is  included. 

Legislation  as  affecting  the  public  health  tends  to  become  so 
much  more  embracing  and  accumulative  that  a  most  intimate 
knowledge  of  enactments  and  procedure  is  required  of  your 
Public  Health  Officers. 

Such  new  legislation  introduced  during  the  year  were  the 
Housing  Act,  1949,  and  the  new  Milk  and  Dairies  Regulations 
which  became  operative  on  the  1st  October.  The  main  effect  of 
those  regulations  will  be  to  ensure  eventually  a  safer  and  cleaner 
milk  supply  by  the  compulsory  sale  of  only  Tuberculin  Tested  or 
Pasteurised  Milk. 

Vital  statistics  as  affecting  your  Urban  District  and  com¬ 
parative  hgures  for  preceding  years  are  given  in  succeeding 
pages  of  my  report. 

The  Birth  Rate  for  the  year  shows  a  very  slight  decrease  on 
last  year,  being  16-32  as  against  16-72.  The  rate  for  England  and 
Wales  was  16-7,  which  rate  is  also  a  decrease  on  1948,  when  it 
was  17-9. 

The  crude  Death  Rate  per  1,000  of  the  estimated  resident 
population  was  10-95.  This  is  an  increase  on  last  year,  when  it 
was  8-54.  The  Death  Rate  for  the  Country  (England  and  Wales) 
was  11-7,  which  latter  rate  is  also  an  increase  on  1948,  when  it 
was  10-8. 

As  a  means  of  determining  the  comparative  healthiness  of 
districts  crude  or  recorded  death-rates  are  all  correctly  speaking 
valueless.  No  two  districts  are  exactly  alike  as  regards  the 
composition  of  their  respective  populations  ;  in  one,  males  may 
make  up  the  bulk  of  the  population  ;  in  another  females  ;  in 
one  there  may  be  a  large  number  of  young  healthy  adults,  and  in 
the  other  a  preponderance  of  very  young  or  very  old  persons.’’ 
(Robertson  and  Porter). 
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With  this  in  mind  the  Registrar  General  has  this  year 
reintroduced  for  each  local  area  what  is  known  as  a  “  Compar¬ 
ability  Factor  ”  (1*08  in  the  case  of  Sedgley)  by  which  a  corrected 
or  standardised  death-rate  for  the  district  may  be  arrived  at. 

“  The  factor  ma}^  be  said  to  represent  the  population  handicap 
to  be  applied  to  the  area  and,  when  multiplied  by  the  crude  death- 
rate  experienced  in  the  area,  modifies  the  latter  so  as  to  make  it 
comparable  with  the  crude  death-rate  for  the  Country  as  a  whole 
or  with  the  mortality  of  any  other  local  area,  the  crude  death- 
rate  of  which  having  been  similarly  modified  with  its  own  factor 
for  the  purpose.”  (Registrar  General). 

The  standardised  Death  Rate  of  the  Sedgley  Urban  District 
is  therefore  10-95  X  T08,  which  gives  1T83  and  is  the  death 
rate  which  would  have  occurred  had  the  age  and  sex  distribution 
of  the  district  been  the  same  as  that  of  the  country  as  a  whole. 

The  Infantile  Mortality  rate  of  44-56  per  1,000  live  births  is  a 
marked  increase  on  that  of  last  year,  when  it  was  35-91,  and  is 
unwelcome  in  view  of  the  fact  that  the  figure  for  England  and 
Wales  was  32,  which  rate  is  a  continued  decline  for  the  country 
as  a  whole. 

There  were  two  maternal  deaths  unfortunately  this  year. 

The  number  of  cases  of  Pulmonary  Tuberculosis  notified  wa^ 
19  as  against  21  last  year  and  the  number  of  deaths  was  8  as 
against  10  last  year,  giving  a  death  rate  of  0-36  as  against  0-46 
in  1948.  The  rate  for  England  and  Wales -was  0-45. 

The  Tuberculosis  Officer  has  expressed  appreciation  of  the 
consideration  your  Housing  Committee  is  giving  to  tuberculous 
patients  in  respect  of  re-housing  when  considered  desirable  in  the 
interests  of  the  patient  and  household. 

Deaths  from  Cancer  numbered  29  as  against  27  last  year. 

In  respect  of  notifiable  infectious  disease  there  was  a  marked 
increase  in  the  incidence  of  Measles,  429  cases  as  against  79  last 
year.  This  increase  is  in  keeping  with  the  biennial  trend  of  this 
disease  but  is  disproportionately  greater  than  is  usual. 

Whooping  Cough  showed  a  marked  decline,  21  cases  as 
against  100  last  year. 

Scarlet  Fever  —  there  was  also  a  welcome  diminution  in  the 
number  of  cases  notified,  27  as  against  76. 

Two  cases  of  Diphtheria  were  notified  in  respect  of  children, 
of  whom  neither  had  been  immunised.  Particulars  as  to  age  and 
locality  incidence  are  given  in  the  relevant  section  of  the  report. 

I  thank  the  local  practitioners  for  their  co-operation  in 
giving  notification  of  infectious  diseases. 
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Throughout  the  year  your  Health  Committee  has  been 
extremely  alert  as  to  the  sanitary  conditions  of  the  district, 
especially  in  respect  of  housing  and  the  handling  of  food.  The 
subjects  are  dealt  with  more  fully  in  the  appropriate  sections  of 
the  report  which  come  within  the  province  of  your  Sanitary 
Inspector  and  I  take  this  opportunity  to  commend  him  for  his 
work  throughout  the  year  and  to  thank  him  for  his  personal 
assistance. 

With  a  view  to  encouraging  and  securing  hygiene  in  the 
storage,  distribution  and  sale  of  food,  favourable  consideration 
was  given  to  the  adoption  of  Bye-laws,  and  it  is  hoped  these  will 
become  operative  in  the  course  of  the  coming  year. 

Steps  to  ensure  the  supply  of  wholesome  and  clean  ice-cream 
have  also  been  given  special  consideration  and  it  would  be 
preferable  that  ice-cream  sold  be  of  the  pre-packed  type.  By 
encouraging  retailers  to  retail  only  pre-packed  ice-cream  it  might 
be  possible  to  minimise  the  handling  in  shops  which  appears  to 
be  a  factor  in  contamination.  Close  vigilance  is  exercised  and 
maintained  when  a  sample  is  low-graded  and  appropriate  steps 
taken  until  improvement  has  been  effected. 

The  observations  on  the  housing  situation  which  I  made  in 
my  report  of  last  year  may  still  be  accepted  as  more  or  less  the 
same. 

During  the  year  the  Housing  Act,  1949,  came  into  operation. 
This  new  Act  is  a  further  development  in  the  national  housing 
campaign.  The  provision  in  the  Act  for  the  betterment  of  existing 
houses  allows  for  “  Improvement  Grant,''  by  the  Exchequer  to 
Local  Authorities  and  through  them  to  private  owners.  These 
grants  will  be  applicable  to  all  houses,  rural  or  urban,  subject  to 
certain  conditions. 

This  new  Act  indicates  an  amended  policy  and  attitude  with 
respect  to  housing  maintenance  and  shows  the  need  for  saving 
suitable  well  constructed  houses  of  good  size  from  deterioration 
through  lack  of  financial  assistance. 

Again  I  wish  to  express  my  appreciation  of  the  help  and 
support  given  me  by  the  Chairman  and  Members  of  the  Health 
and  Housing  Committees. 

The  co-operation  of  the  private  practitioners  is  much 
appreciated  and  the  willing  and  helpful  assistance  given  me  by 
your  Clerk  and  other  officers  and  members  of  the  staff  of  the 
Council  is  gratefully  acknowledged. 

I  have  the  honour  to  be. 

Your  obedient  Servant, 

F.  B.  MACKENZIE, 

Medical  Officer  of  Health. 


October,  1950. 
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VITAL  STATISTICS. 


Total 

M. 

F. 

Birth 

Rate 

Live  Births  .  . 

359 

178 

181 

16-32 

Legitimate 

349 

172 

177 

Illegitimate 

10 

6 

4 

Still  Births  :  Total,  9. 

Rate  per  1,000  Total  Births,  24-45. 

Total 

M. 

F. 

Rate 

Deaths 

241 

128 

113 

10-95 

Number  of  Women  dying  in  or  in  consequence  of  Childbirth  : 


From  sepsis,  1.  Other  puerperal  causes,  1. 

Death  Rate  of  Infants  under  one  year  of  age  : 

All  Infants  per  1,000  Live  Births  .  .  . .  .  .  44-56 

Legitimate  Infants  per  1,000  Legitimate  Live  Births  42-98 

Illegitimate  Infants  per  1,000  Illegitimate  Live 

Births  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . .  .  .  100 

Deaths  from  Cancer  (all  ages)  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  29 

Deaths  from  Measles  (all  ages)  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  1 

Deaths  from  Whooping  Cough  (all  ages)  .  .  .  .  0 

Deaths  from  Diarrhoea  (under  2  years  of  age)  .  .  .  ,  3 


8 


BIRTH  RATES. 


SEDGLEY 

England  and 
Wales 

Year 

No.  of  Births 

Birth  Rate 

Birth  Rate 

1940 

299 

14-21 

14-6 

1941 

294 

13-77 

14-2 

1942 

331 

15-7 

15-8 

1943 

364 

17-37 

16-5 

1944 

378 

17-94 

17-6 

1945 

331 

15-78 

16-1 

1946 

346 

16-09 

19-1 

1947 

401 

18-39 

20-5 

1948 

362 

16-72 

17-9 

1949 

359 

16-32 

16-7 

DEATH  RATES. 


SEDGLEY 

England  and 
Wales 

Year 

No.  of  Deaths 

Death  Rate 

Death  Rate 

1940 

236 

11-22 

14-3 

1941 

242 

11-33 

12-9 

1942 

232 

11-0 

11-6 

1943 

235 

11-21 

12-1 

1944 

195 

9-25 

11-6 

1945 

239 

11-39 

11-4 

1946 

211 

9-81 

11-5 

1947 

243 

11-14 

12-0 

1948 

185 

8-54 

10-8 

1949 

241 

10-95 

11.7 
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CAUSES  OF  DEATH  DURING  THE  YEAR  1949. 


M. 

F. 

1. 

Typhoid  and  paratyphoid  fevers 

— 

— 

2. 

Cerebro-spinal  fever 

— 

— 

3. 

Scarlet  fever 

— 

— 

4. 

Whooping  cough 

— 

— 

5. 

Diphtheria 

— 

— 

6. 

Tuberculosis  of  the  respiratory  system 

6 

2 

7. 

Other  forms  of  tuberculosis 

— 

— 

8. 

Syphilitic  diseases 

9. 

Influenza 

1 

2 

10. 

Measles 

1 

— 

11. 

Acute  polio-myelitis  and  polio-encephalitis  .  . 

— 

— 

12. 

Acute  inf.  encephalitis 

— 

— 

13. 

Cancer  of  buccal  cavityand  oesophagus  and  uterus  - 

4 

14. 

Cancer  of  stomach  and  duodenum 

4 

1 

15. 

Cancer  of  breast 

— 

5 

16. 

Cancer  of  all  other  sites 

7 

8 

17. 

Diabetes 

2 

3 

18. 

Intracranial  vascular  lesions 

15 

14 

19. 

Heart  diseases 

37 

33 

20. 

Other  diseases  of  circulatory  system 

4 

4 

21. 

Bronchitis .  . 

16 

7 

22. 

Pneumonia 

6 

3 

23. 

Other  respiratory  diseases 

1 

2 

24. 

Ulcer  of  stomach  or  duodenum 

2 

1 

25. 

Diarrhoea  under  2  years 

1 

2 

26. 

Appendicitis 

— 

— 

27. 

Other  digestive  diseases 

— 

1 

28. 

Nephritis 

3 

— 

29. 

Puerperal  and  post-abortive  sepsis 

— 

1 

30. 

Other  maternal  causes 

— 

1 

31. 

Premature  birth 

4 

— 

32. 

Congenital  malformations,  birth  injuries  and 

infantile  diseases 

2 

— 

33. 

Suicide 

1 

— 

34. 

Road  traffic  accidents 

2 

— 

35. 

Other  violent  causes 

1 

1 

36. 

All  other  causes  .  . 

12 

18 

128  113 
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INFANTILE  MORTALITY,  1949. 

Nett  Deaths  from  causes  stated  at  various  ages  under  one  year  of 


age 


Causes  of  Death 

Under  1  week 

1  to  2  weeks 

2  to  3  weeks 

3  to  4  weeks 

Total  under 

one  month 

1  to  3  months 

3  to  6  months 

6  to  9  months 

9  to  12  months 

Total  Deaths 

1  under  one  year 

Gastro  Enteritis 

1 

1 

1 

3 

Pneumonia 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

1 

— 

2 

— 

3 

Cerebral  Birth  Injury  .  . 

— 

1 

— 

— 

1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

1 

Inanition 

— 

— 

— 

I 

1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

1 

Prematurity 

2 

— 

— 

1 

3 

— 

— 

— 

— 

3 

Congenital  Heart  Defect 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

1 

— 

— 

— 

1 

Acute  Bronchitis 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

1 

— 

I 

— 

2 

Convulsions  with 

Dentition 

1 

1 

Icterus  Neonatorum, 

— 

I 

— 

— 

1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

1 

2 

2 

— 

2 

6 

3 

I 

4 

2 

16 

INFANTILE  MORTALITY  RATE. 


Year 

SEDGLEY 

England  &  Wales 
Rate  per 

1,000  Births 

Births 

Deaths 

Rate  per 
1,000  Births 

1940 

299 

9 

30-0 

55 

1941 

294 

18 

60-0 

59 

1942 

331 

12 

36-2 

49 

1943 

364 

22 

60-4 

49 

1944 

378 

12 

31-7 

46 

1945 

331 

17 

51-36 

46 

1946 

346 

11 

31-79 

43 

1947 

401 

16 

39-9 

41 

1948 

362 

13 

35-91 

34 

1949 

359 

16 

44-56 

32 
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GENERAL  PROVISION  OF  HEALTH  SERVICES 

IN  THE  AREA. 


The  Medical  Officer  of  Health  is  one  of  the  County  Assistant 
Medical  Officers  of  Health,  who  is  posted  for  part-time  duty  with 
your  local  Urban  District  Council. 

The  Sanitary  Inspector  is  a  full-time  officer,  and  a  fully 
qualified  Meat  and  Foods  Inspector. 

The  Health  Visitors,  three,  are  under  the  direction  of  the 
Local  Health  Authority. 

In  accordance  with  Part  III  of  the  new  National  Health 
Service  Act,  Health  Services  are  provided  by  the  Local  Health 
Authority,  namely  the  County  Council,  the  organisation  and 
administration  being  in  the  hands  of  the  County  Medical  Officer 
of  Health. 

The  Health  Services  which  Part  III  of  the  Act  requires  to  be 
provided  are  : 

(a)  Health  Centres. 

(b)  Care  of  Mothers  and  young  children. 

(c)  Midwifery. 

(d)  Health  Visiting. 

(e)  Home  Nursing. 

(f)  Vaccination  and  Immunisation. 

(g)  Ambulance  Service. 

(h)  Prevention  of  illness,  care  and  after  care. 

(i)  Domestic  Help. 

With  the  exception  of  the  provision  of  Health  Centres,  all 
the  required  services  are  being  provided  in  your  area. 

As  regards  the  General  Hospital  and  Specialist  Services, 
their  administration  is  vested  in  the  Birmingham  Regional  Hospital 
Board. 

The  Hospitals  and  Departments  available,  and  easily 
accessible  to  your  area,  are  those  of  Wolverhampton,  Dudley  and 
Birmingham. 

Infectious  Diseases. 

The  Infectious  Diseases  Hospitals  are  under  the  control  of 
the  Birmingham  Regional  Hospital  Board. 

Ambulance  Facilities. 

(a)  Infectious  Diseases.  The  Ambulance  Service  is  provided 

by  the  Birmingham  Regional  Hospital  Board. 

(b)  Non-Infectious  Diseases.  The  Staffordshire  County 

Council  provides  the  Ambulance  Service. 
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Tuberculosis. 

Dispensaries  are  situated  at  Wolverhampton  and  Dudley  and 
various  Sanatoria  are  available. 

Maternity  Gases  are  provided  for  by  : 

(a)  Rosemary  Ednam  Maternity  Home. 

(b)  Wordsley  Hospital. 

Laboratory  Facilities. 

Pathological  and  Bacteriological  examination  analyses  are 
made  by  the  Public  Health  Laboratory  Service. 

National  Assistance  Act. 

It  was  not  found  necessary  to  exercise  powers  under  Section 
47  of  the  Act  for  the  appropriate  care  of  aged  and  infirm  persons 
incapable  of  looking  after  themselves. 

SANITARY  CIRCUMSTANCES  OF  THE  AREA. 

Water. 

With  the  exception  of  the  Goldthorn  Hill  area,  which  is 
supplied  by  the  Wolverhampton  Corporation,  the  district  is 
supplied  by  the  South  Staffordshire  Waterworks  Company. 

I  am  indebted  to  Mr.  R.  A.  Robertson,  B.Sc.,  M.Inst.C.E., 
and  Mr.  Brian  L.  McMillan,  B.Sc.,  M.Inst.C.E.,  the  respective 
Engineers-in-Chief  of  the  undermentioned  undertakings,  for  the 
following  information. 

(a)  South  Staffordshire  Waterworks  Company. 

(i)  The  water  supply  to  the  area  in  its  several  parts  has 
been  satisfactory  both  in  quality  and  quantity. 

(ii)  The  Sedgley  District  is  supplied  by  water  from  service 
reservoirs  at  Dudley  which  are  normally  supplied  from 
four  pumping  stations  in  the  Smestow  Valley,  together 
with  part  of  the  yield  from  two  further  pumping 
stations  in  the  Lichfield  area,  the  water  from  one  of 
which  is  derived  from  a  surface  course. 

Water  from  the  various  pumping  stations  is  examined 
regularly,  both  bacteriologically  and  chemically  and 
bacteriological  examinations  are  also  made  of  raw 
waters  except  in  the  case  of  one  station  where  the 
plant  layout  prevents  such  examination. 

Raw  water  examinations  are  taken  at  frequent  intervals 
and  during  1949  a  total  of  132  samples  of  raw  water 
were  analysed  from  four  pumping  stations,  all  of 
which  were  free  from  coliform  bacteria  with  the  excep¬ 
tion  of  three  samples,  one  of  which  contained  B.Coli. 
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In  all  cases  the  water  pumped  to  supply  from  these 
stations,  after  treatment,  was  free  from  all  forms  of 
coliform  bacteria.  In  the  case  of  the  fifth  pumping 
station  where  it  is  not  possible  to  sample  raw  water, 
24  samples  of  the  treated  water  were  examined,  in  all 
of  which  coliform  bacteria  were  absent  and  in  the 
case  of  the  sixth  source,  which  is  derived  from  a  river 
water,  310  samples  of  raw  water  were  taken,  most  ot 
which  showed  the  presence  of  coliform  bacteria.  Of 
the  310  samples  of  treated  water  from  this  source,  all 
were  free  from  all  types  of  coliform  bacteria. 

Samples  were  also  examined  from  Sedgley  Tanks  and 
from  the  Company’s  Waterman’s  house  at  Sedgley. 
All  36  samples  taken  from  these  points  during  1949 
were  found  to  be  free  from  coliform  bacteria.  Chemical 
analyses  were  also  made  of  the  water  supply  and 
results  were  satisfactory. 

(hi)  The  waters  are  not  liable  to  plumbo-solvency,  no  lead 
being  detected  in  any  of  the  12  samples  examined. 

(iv)  Chlorination  is  practised  at  most  of  the  pumping 
stations  as  a  precautionary  measure. 

In  cases  of  possible  contamination  in  the  event  of 
burst  or  damaged  mains,  emptying  of  reservoirs,  etc., 
emergency  chlorination  is  performed.  Special  apparatus 
and  staff  are  available  for  this  work.  The  main, 
reservoir,  etc.,  are  not  brought  back  into  use  until  the 
water  has  been  examined  and  pronounced  satisfactory. 

(v)  At  31st  December,  1949,  a  total  number  of  4,821  houses 
in  the  Sedgley  Urban  District  Council  area  were  supplied 
direct  from  my  Company’s  mains  and  a  further  935 
houses  were  supplied  by  means  of  standpipes.  My 
Company  has  no  accurate  figures  for  the  population 
supplied  but  on  the  average  basis  of  3-75  persons  per 
house  the  corresponding  figures  for  population  supplied 
direct  and  by  means  of  standpipes  are  18,079  and 
3,506  respectively. 

(b)  Wolverhampton  Corporation  Water  Undertaking. 

The  water  supplied  by  the  Wolverhampton  Corporation 
Water  Undertaking  is  derived  from  a  number  of  sources  of  supply, 
and  the  relative  proportions  depend  on  the  part  of  the  district 
and  varying  circumstances.  I  have,  therefore,  included  the 
total  number  of  analyses  of  samples  from  the  sources  of  supply, 
all  of  which  are  supplied  from  time  to  time  into  the  Water  Under¬ 
taking’s  portion  of  the  Sedgley  Urban  District,  Goldthorn  Park 
area. 
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(i)  The  supply  of  water  to  the  portion  of  the  Sedgley 
Urban  District  concerned  has  been  satisfactory  both 
(a)  in  quality  and  (b)  in  quantity. 

(ii)  The  following  is  a  summary  of  the  Bacteriological 
examination  of  water  going  into  distribution. 

Number  of  Samples. 

Containing  presumptive  B.Coli-aerogenes  per  100  m.l. 
Containing  Nil  organisms  .  .  .  .  .  .  832 

„  1  to  2  organisms  .  .  .  .  .  .  28 

„  3  to  10  organisms  .  .  .  .  .  .  8 

„  over  10  organisms  .  .  .  .  .  .  3 


Total  number  of  samples  taken 


871 


In  addition  to  the  above,  179  bacteriological  analyses 
were  made  of  water  before  or  during  course  of  treatment 
at  Works. 

Chemical  analyses  were  also  made  of  the  water  supply 
and  results  were  satisfactory. 

(hi)  The  water  supplied  by  the  Wolverhampton  Corporation 
Water  Undertaking  does  not  have  a  plumbo-solvent 
action. 

(iv)  Subsequent  to  treatment  at  the  Works  where  necessary 
there  has  been  no  known  contamination  of  the  water 
going  into  supply. 

(v)  The  number  of  dwelling  houses  in  the  Goldthorn  Park 
area  supplied  direct  is  790  and  the  population  thereof 
estimated  at  2,765.  None  are  supplied  by  standpipe. 

SEWERAGE  AND  SEWAGE  DISPOSAL. 

Mr.  W.  M.  Jones,  B. Sc. (Eng.),  A.M.I.C.E.,  your  Surveyor, 
has  furnished  me  with  the  following  report  ; 

Sewerage. 

''  In  the  past  year,  the  foul  sewer  was  extended  in  Jews 
Lane,  so  that  all  premises  in  that  road  can  now  be  drained  to  it. 

In  the  present  year  it  is  hoped  that  further  extensions  to  the 
foul  sewerage  system  will  be  carried  out  at  Burton  Road  and 
Himley  Road,  with  a  view  to  dispensing  with  cesspools. 

Plans  are  under  consideration  for  an  Estate  at  Modenhill  and 
it  has  been  found  possible  by  means  of  sewers  to  be  provided  on 
that  Estate,  to  drain  premises  in  Vale  Street  and  the  top  of 
Modenhill,  which  have  always  been  a  serious  nuisance  in  dis¬ 
charging  foul  water  into  the  open  road  channel. 

A  surface  water  sewer  was  constructed  in  the  Wolverhampton 
Road  at  Springhead,  the  cost  being  shared  wdh  the  Coseley 
Council,  to  relieve  flooding  of  houses  caused  by  run-off  from  this 
Council's  Scheme  at  Gibbons  Hill, 
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A  surface  water  sewer  was  also  laid  in  the  Wolverhampton- 
Dudley  Road  between  Gate  Street  and  Areal  Street. 

It  should  be  possible  in  the  very  near  future  to  commence  on 
the  first  part  of  the  scheme  to  drain  roadways  on  a  portion  of  the 
Goldthorn  Park  Estate.” 

Sewage  Disposal. 

At  one  time  during  the  year,  the  GospelEnd  Works  failed  to 
produce  a  satisfactory  effluent,  which  was  attributed  mainly  to  the 
dosage  of  gas  liquor.  The  discharge  of  gas  liquor  was  immediately 
stopped,  and  the  effluent  improved.  The  other  Works  were 
reasonably  good,  but  of  late  some  highly  coloured  liquid  has  been 
gaining  access  to  the  sewer,  and  appears  to  be  having  a  deleterious 
effect  on  the  operation  of  the  Works  at  Lower  Gornal.  Efforts 
are  being  made  to  trace  the  origin  of  this  liquid,  which  is  probably 
some  kind  of  trade  effluent. 

The  additional  sludge  drying  beds  at  Lower  Gornal  works 
have  proved  of  great  value,  in  that  the  settlement  tanks  can  be 
cleared  of  sludge  at  more  frequent  intervals. 

The  order  has  been  placed  for  the  installation  of  an  automatic 
centrifugal  pumping  set  at  the  Goldthorn  Park  Pumping  Station, 
as  auxiliary  to  the  existing  non-automatic  ram  pumps. 

The  main  object  of  this  is  to  deal  with  the  night  flow,  which 
on  occasions  in  the  past  has  overflowed  the  tanks  and  caused 
pollution  of  the  nearby  brook.” 

Public  Conveniences. 

“  The  new  convenience  at  Gospel  End  Street  has  now  been 
open  to  the  public  for  almost  12  months,  and  while  initially  there 
was  considerable  nuisance  and  some  damage,  these  have  not 
been  so  pronounced  recently. 

The  curtilage  of  these  conveniences  has  been  planted  with 
flowering  and  ornamental  shrubs. 

The  other  public  conveniences  at  The  Green  Dragon  and 
Gornal  Wood  have  suffered  some  damage  periodically  and  fouling 
of  the  floor  and  walls. 

Notices  have  been  put  up  in  all  Conveniences  asking  the 
public  to  respect  and  protect  buildings  provided  for  their  con¬ 
venience  and  use.” 

Sanitary  Inspection. 

The  systematic  inspection  of  the  district  has  been  carried 
out  in  an  efficient  manner.  Details  are  given  in  the  report  of  the 
Sanitary  Inspector. 
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Proposed  Municipal  Cemetery. 

After  investigations  into  suitable  sites  for  some  years  past, 
the  Council  have  now  decided  to  develop  land  at  Coopers  Bank 
bounded  by  Coopers  Bank  Road,  Chase  Road,  Cinder  Road  and 
Himley  Road,  for  cemetery  purposes. 

An  area  of  more  than  30  acres  is  to  be  acquired,  of  which 
17  acres  will  be  used  for  actual  burial  purposes,  the  remainder 
being  reserved  and  laid  out  for  public  open  space,  so  that  no 
burial  shall  take  place  within  100  yards  of  any  occupied  dwelling. 

Trial  holes  have  indicated  a  fairly  satisfactory  sub-soil  for  the 
purpose,  and  all  the  necessary  approvals  have  been  obtained 
for  the  proposed  use  of  the  land. 

Plans  are  now  in  hand  for  the  layout  of  the  cemetery,  and 
the  actual  development  of  a  portion,  so  that  burying  can  take 
place  in  the  near  future. 

Most  existing  Church  yards  are  almost  exhausted  of  further 
burying  space,  and  the  Municipal  Cemetery  will  fill  an  urgent  need. 

HOUSING. 

Council  Houses  erected  during  the  period  1st  January,  1949, 


to  31st  December,  1949. 

Lower  Gornal  (Traditional)  .  .  .  .  .  .  28 

Upper  Gornal  „  .  .  .  .  .  .  52 

Gibbons  Hill  „  .  .  .  .  .  .  18 

Beacon  Estate  „  ,  .  .  .  .  .  4 

Ettymore  Road  (South)  (Orlit)  .  .  .  .  48 

150 

Private  houses  built  during  the  same  period  26 


176 


My  view  on  the  housing  situation  remains  materially  the 
same  as  I  gave  in  my  report  last  year. 

The  Council  are  to  be  commended  on  their  effort  to  contend 
with  the  housing  problem  and  on  the  progress  they  have  made 
during  the  year  to  alleviate  and  reduce  the  housing  shortage. 
The  need  for  still  further  new  houses,  as  evidenced  by  the  extent 
of  overcrowding,  dual  families,  etc.,  and  the  existence  of  unfit 
houses,  is  still  insistent  and  the  waiting  list  of  applicants  for 
better  housing  accommodation  is  a  formidable  one. 

I  am  glad  to  note  that  your  Housing  Committee  is  giving 
favourable  consideration  to  my  appeal  last  year  for  a  greater 
proportion  of  two-bedroom  houses  in  their  next  scheme. 
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The  inspection  of  houses  for  improvement  and  repairs  is  in 
many  cases  carried  out  on  request  or  complaint  by  tenants. 
While  householders  in  the  older  properties  make  very  genuine 
complaints  about  defects,  the  ulterior  motive  in  some  instances 
is  securing  the  tenancy  of  a  council  house.  As  it  is  the  general 
policy  at  the  moment  in  view  of  housing  shortage  that  demolition 
should  be  delayed  as  far  as  possible  it  is  very  difficult  in  some 
instances  to  justify  asking  for  the  remed^dng  of  less  serious 
defects  knowing  full  well  that  these  premises  will  be  the  subject 
of  early  demolition  procedure  when  circumstances  permit. 

Your  Sanitary  Inspector  gives  a  very  informative  and 
illuminating  report  on  the  subject. 


INSPECTION  AND  SUPERVISION  OF  FOOD. 
MEAT  AND  OTHER  FOODS. 


Carcases  Inspected  and  Condemned. 


Pigs 

Number  killed 

2,014 

Number  inspected  .  . 

2,014 

All  diseases  except  Tuberculosis  : 

Whole  carcases  condemned 

Carcases  of  which  some  part  or  organ 
was  condemned 

12 

Percentage  of  the  number  inspectedaffected 
with  disease  other  than  Tuberculosis  .  . 

.6% 

Tuberculosis  only  : 

Whole  carcases  condemned 

1 

Carcases  of  which  some  part  or  organ 
was  condemned 

109 

Percentage  of  the  number  inspected 
affected  with  Tuberculosis 

5.4% 

Food  Poisoning  Outbreaks. 

No  outbreaks  of  Food  Poisoning  have  occurred  during  the 
year. 

Food  Premises. 

The  Sanitary  Inspector  reports  fully  on  this  subject. 


MILK  AND  DAIRIES  ACTS  AND  ORDERS. 
Particulars  of  samples  taken  in  Sedgley  U.D.  during  1949. 
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PREVALENCE  OF,  AND  CONTROL  OVER,  INFECTIOUS 

AND  OTHER  DISEASES, 

The  prevalence  of  notifiable  diseases  during  the  year  shows 
an  increase  on  last  year,  the  number  of  notifications  being  519 
as  against  305  last  year. 

Scarlet  Fever. 

27  cases  were  notified,  as  against  76  last  year.  There  were 
no  deaths. 

Whooping  Cough. 

There  were  21  cases  as  against  100  last  year.  There  were  no 
deaths. 

Measles. 

429  cases  were  notified,  as  against  79  last  year.  There  was 
one  death. 

Diphtheria. 

2  cases  were  notified  during  the  year,  both  children.  Neither 
had  been  immunised. 

Erysipelas. 

8  cases  were  notified,  as  against  26  last  year. 

Hospitalisation. 

The  total  number  admitted  to  Hospital  for  Infectious  Diseases 


was  12. 

Moxley  Hospital  :  Scarlet  Fever  .  .  .  .  .  .  3 

Cerebro  Spinal  Fever  .  .  1 

Diphtheria  .  .  .  .  .  .  2 

Measles  .  .  .  .  .  .  1 

Puerperal  Pyrexia  .  .  .  .  1 

Stallings  Lane  Hospital  :  Scarlet  Fever  .  .  .  .  3 


Royal  Hospital,  Wolverhampton  :  Puerperal 
Pyrexia 


1 


AGE-GROUPS  and  LOCALITY-DISTRIBUTION  OF  INFECTIOUS  DISEASES 

(excluding  Tuberculosis)  notified  in  1949. 
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Swabs  and  Specimens  submitted  to  the  County  Laboratory  ; 

Nose  and  Throat  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  43 

Sputum  Tests  . .  . .  . .  .  .  5 

Faecal  Tests  . .  .  .  . .  .  .  .  .  2 

Pleural  Effusion 

Blood  Tests  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  — 

General  Measures. 

School  notifications  of  infectious  disease  are  carefully 
scrutinised  and  made  prompt  use  of  for  the  purpose  of  guidance 
and  location. 

Schools  are  disinfected  when  considered  desirable.  The 
opening  wide  of  windows  to  ensure  a  free  circulation  of  fresh  air 
is  also  insisted  upon  during  week-ends  and  holiday  periods. 

Terminal  disinfection  of  premises  and  articles  which  have 
been  exposed  to  infection  is  also  carried  out  in  all  cases  of 
Diphtheria,  Scarlet  Fever,  Tuberculosis,  Cancer  and  other  cases 
of  long  standing  disease. 

Disinfection  is  by  means  of  formaldehyde  lamps  and  dis¬ 
infectant  fluid. 

Immunisation. 

Immunisation  has  been  carried  out  actively  in  the  area 
throughout  the  year.  Statistical  information  is  held  at  the 
office  of  the  Area  Medical  Officer. 
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TUBERCULOSIS. 


The  number  of  new  cases  notified  for  ih.2  year  was  19 
pulmonary  and  5  non-pulmonary  as  against  21  pulmonary  and 
2  non-pulmonary  in  1948. 


Age 

Periods 

NEW 

Pulmonary 

CASES 

Non- 

Pulmonary 

Pulm 

DEA 

onary 

THS 

Nc 

Pulm 

)n- 

onary 

M. 

F. 

M. 

F. 

M. 

F. 

M. 

F. 

Under  1  year 

— 

— 

— 

— 

• — 

— 

— 

— 

1  to  4  years 

— 

— 

— 

— 

■ — 

— 

— 

— 

5  to  9  years 

— 

1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

10  to  14  years 

— 

— 

■ — 

1 

■ — 

— 

— 

— 

15  to  19  years 

2 

5 

] 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

20  to  24  years 

] 

3 

— 

— 

2 

— 

— 

— 

25  to  34  years 

1 

0 

1 

1 

— 

1 

— 

— 

35  to  44  years 

2 

— 

— 

— 

1 

— 

— 

— 

45  to  54  years 

2 

— 

— 

1 

3 

1 

— 

■ — 

55  to  65  years 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

65  years  &  over 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

■ 

— 

8 

11 

2 

3 

6 

2 

— 

— 

YEARLY  FIGURES  FOR  THE  LAST  DECADE. 


Year 

NEW 

CASES 

DEA 

YHS 

Pulmonary 

Non- 

Pulmonary 

Pulmonary 

Non- 

Pulmonary 

1940 

16 

3 

12 

1 

1941 

23 

7 

16 

6 

1942 

32 

9 

14 

6 

1943 

23 

— 

14 

— 

1944 

18 

4 

10 

2 

1945 

19 

4 

8 

6 

1946 

17 

4 

5 

2 

1947 

16 

1 

6 

1 

1948 

21 

2 

10 

-  ■  - 

1949 

19 

5 

8 

— 
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REPORT  OF  THE  SANITARY  INSPECTOR. 

HOUSING. 

The  greatest  single  evil  in  our  country  to-day  is  probably  the 
housing  shortage,  but  I  fear  that  only  those  who  are  actually 
affected  by  the  problem  and  those  who  are  engaged  in  its 
administration  have  any  real  insight  into  its  seriousness.  Is  it 
possible  that  herein  lies  the  ultimate  cause  of  our  failure  to  solve 
the  problem  five  years  after  the  close  of  hostilities  ?  After  all, 
the  majority  of  the  population  are  adequately  housed,  and  to 
them  the  subject  is  one  of  comparatively  little  importance  com¬ 
pared  with  other  matters  which  affect  them  as  individuals. 

At  the  beginning  of  the  year  we  had  1,001  names  on  our 
application  list.  This  was  the  figure  which  remained  after  a 
careful  screening  of  the  list  at  the  end  of  1948.  We  estimate 
that  there  are  about  7,000  family  units  in  the  district,  which 
means  that  one  in  seven  of  our  population  need  or  desire  better 
housing  accommodation. 

During  the  year  we  were  able  to  rehouse  186  families,  mainly 
in  new  houses,  but  including  a  few  in  relettings  of  houses  which 
had  become  void.  In  addition,  211  applications  were  cancelled 
for  a  variety  of  reasons.  At  the  end  of  1949,  instead  of  our 
application  list  being  reduced  by  these  two  figures  to  604,  it  was 
increased  by  fresh  applications  to  1,133.  We  were,  therefore,  in  a 
worse  position,  as  far  as  demand  was  concerned,  at  the  end  of  the 
year  than  at  the  beginning,  in  spite  of  all  our  efforts. 

A  points  scheme  is  in  operation  for  the  preliminary  sorting  of 
applicants.  This  points  scheme,  which  is  confidential,  has  been 
designed  to  show  those  who  have  the  greatest  claim  to  rehousing, 
not  necessarily  those  in  the  greatest  need.  I  am  of  the  opinion 
that  the  rehousing  solely  of  those  in  the  greatest  need,’'  a 
phrase  which  is  very  popular  to-day,  is  basically  wrong.  If  it 
were  merely  a  question  of  rehousing  those  in  ‘‘  bad  ”  circumstances 
first,  and  the  others  soon  afterwards,  there  might  be  some  argu¬ 
ment  for  such  a  point  of  view.  In  actual  fact,  however,  because 
of  our  slow  progress,  what  would  actually  happen  would  be  that 
only  those  who  lived  in  overcrowded  conditions  would  have  any 
chance  of  a  house,  and  the  others  would  be  cut  out  practically 
for  ever,  or  at  least  until  that  distant  date  when  we  start  to 
build  sufficient  houses  for  our  population.  I  cannot  appreciate 
any  argument  which  condemns  a  young  couple  to  further  years 
of  lodgings,  and  practically  denies  them  the  right  to  have  children, 
merely  because  there  can  be  said  to  be  room  where  they  are 
presently  residing,  whereas  other  couples  are  rehoused  because 
they  married  without  thought  to  their  future  situation,  and 
sometimes  because  they  deliberately  caused  overcrowding. 
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All  applicants  who  reach  the  highest  points  category  are 
visited  and  all  facts  carefully  checked.  The  cases  are  then 
submitted  to  the  Housing  Committee  who  give  final  approval, 
or  in  some  cases,  defer  consideration  for  a  period.  Of  course,  there 
is  some  criticism  by  disappointed  applicants,  but  no  more,  and 
probably  less,  than  in  some  other  districts.  A  great  deal  of  the 
criticism  falls  on  this  department,  which  is  only  to  be  expected. 
Nevertheless,  I  consider  that  the  allocation  of  houses  is  being 
carried  out  as  fairly  as  possible. 

The  type  of  houses  being  built  and  the  sizes  of  the  families 
being  rehoused  do  not  present  an  ideal  relationship.  For  example, 
the  186  families  rehoused  during  the  year  were  accommodated  as 
follows  ; — 4  families  in  2  bedroom  houses,  170  families  in  3  bed¬ 
room  houses,  and  12  families  in  4  bedroom  houses.  Of  the  170 
families  who  were  allocated  3  bedroom  houses  (mostly  with  two 
living  rooms  and  a  kitchen  in  addition). 


16  families  consisted  of  2  persons. 
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It  will  be  seen,  therefore,  that  the  majority  of  the  new  houses 
built  were  much  too  large  for  the  families  going  into  them.  We 
have,  on  the  one  hand,  overcrowded  houses,  and  on  the  other, 
new  houses,  the  majority  of  which  have  unused  bedrooms.  The 
position  is  actually  worse  than  would  appear  from  the  above 
figures,  because  quite  a  number  of  the  families  of  four  persons 
consist  of  husband  and  wife  with  two  young  children,  often  of 
the  same  sex.  The  rents  of  the  new  houses  are  high  and  the  cost 
of  furnishing  such  large  houses  is  in  many  cases  a  great  burden 
on  young  couples.  I  am  glad  to  report,  however,  that  the  Council 
are  now  proceeding  with  the  erection  of  a  greater  number  of 
2  bedroom  houses. 

The  acute  shortage  of  houses  affected  all  other  housing 
work.  The  demolition  of  the  old  out-worn  dwellings  in  the  district 
had  to  proceed  very  slowly.  From  our  point  of  view  it  seemed 
wrong  to  close  any  house  when  there  was  such  a  shortage,  and 
yet  the  unfortunate  tenants  of  those  places  were  deserving  of 
our  utmost  sympathy.  Merely  to  rehouse  such  families  and 
permit  the  owner  to  relet  to  someone  else  caused  endless  trouble. 
The  new  tenant,  glad  at  the  outset  to  obtain  any  kind  of  accom¬ 
modation,  usually  found  his  way  to  the  office  in  a  few  months 
with  the  old  complaints.  It  was  decided,  therefore,  that  demolition 
orders  should  be  made  on  the  worst  of  the  houses,  in  order  to 
prevent  reletting  once  we  were  able  to  rehouse  the  original  tenant. 
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During  the  year  demolition  orders  were  made  on  30  houses  : 

136-138  High  Street. 

6  Brick  Street. 

2  Windmill  Street. 

40- 41  Pale  Street 

2-4-6  Castle  Stieet. 

113  Moden  Hill. 

1-2  Brick  Street. 

8  Coopers  Bank  Road. 

21-22  Gospel  End  Street. 

41- 42  Hill  Street. 

16-18-20  Jews  Lane. 

12-1 2a  Straits  Road. 

37-39  Vale  Street. 

1-2-3  Gospel  End  Road. 

52  Summer  Lane. 

23  Ladies  Walk. 

Groom’s  Cottage,  Ellowes  Hall.  • 

The  position  of  the  tenants  in  condemned  houses  was  con¬ 
sidered  by  the  Housing  Committee,  and  it  was  decided  to  make  a 
separate  allocation  to  them,  outside  the  points  scheme,  of  20% 
of  all  new  houses  in  the  future.  With  the  present  rate  of  building 
it  will  take  three  years  to  rehouse  the  families  now  living  in 
houses  already  under  Demolition  Orders.  This  fact  is  ever 
present  in  our  minds  when  we  inspect  other  houses  which  in 
normal  circumstances  would  allow  of  only  one  course  of  action. 
If  we  rehouse  the  tenant  under  the  points  scheme,  some  other 
family  moves  in.  If  we  make  a  Demolition  Order  on  the  house, 
it  may  be  three  years  before  re-housing  takes  place.  If  we  ask  for 
temporary  repairs,  the  cost  is  out  of  all  proportion  to  the  value 
of  the  work  done.  And  extensive  repairs  are,  in  such  cases,  a 
practical  impossibility. 

In  my  opinion,  when  a  house  reaches  the  stage  of  representa¬ 
tion  under  sec.  11  of  the  Housing  Act,  the  acceptance  of  an 
undertaking  from  the  owner  to  repair  is  seldom  a  successful 
proposition.  Sometimes  it  is  a  tragic  mistake  for  all  concerned. 
After  the  expenditure  of  a  large  sum  of  money,  the  owner  is  left 
with  a  house  which  is  still  old  and  out-of-date,  and  in  a  year  or 
two,  defects  begin  to  appear  once  again.  Nor  is  the  tenant 
satisfied.  What  he  desires  is  a  new  house  with  modern  con¬ 
veniences,  and  not  his  old  one  with  new  plaster  on  the  walls. 
As  far  as  this  department  is  concerned,  it  is  extremely  difficult  to 
persuade  owners  that  the  undertaking  they  so  readily  gave  to  the 
Council  meant  a  certain  standard  of  work  and  not  the  patching 
which  they  hoped  they  would  get  away  with. 
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During  the  year,  undertakings  were  accepted  from  the 
owners  of  19  houses.  All  the  work  required  has  not  yet  been 
completed.  In  the  cases  where  the  undertakings  have  been  com¬ 
plied  with,  there  is  a  great  difference  in  the  standard  of  the  work 
done.  Our  main  trouble  lies  with  those  owners  or  builders  who, 
instead  of  making  the  house  really  fit  to  live  in,  delight  in  com¬ 
plying  with  the  letter  of  the  undertaking  and  no  more. 

Work  under  the  repair  sections  of  the  Housing  and  Public 
Health  Acts  proceeded  continuously  throughout  the  year,  but 
again  at  a  rate  dictated  by  the  overall  housing  position,  a  rate 
which  was  much  slower  than  we  should  like.  With  the  cost  of 
repairs  at  their  present  high  figure,  opposition  from  owners  is 
great.  Many  of  them  would  rather  see  the  houses  condemned 
than  spend  the  huge  sums  required  to  remedy  the  defects.  And 
yet,  the  notices  we  serve  are  extremely  moderate  compared  with 
pre-war  standards.  Only  serious  defects,  the  remedying  of  which 
would  improve  conditions  for  the  tenant,  are  included.  We  do 
not  ask  for  decorations  or  many  of  the  items  which  formerly 
were  regular  features  of  our  Housing  Act  notices. 

Opposition  to  the  repairs  we  ask  for  often  comes,  surprisingly 
enough,  from  the  tenants,  even  where  the  owner  is  willing  to 
carry  them  out.  Complaints  were  made  in  the  first  place  by  the 
tenants  in  order  to  draw  attention  to  the  conditions  under  which 
they  were  living.  These  conditions  are  a  useful  lever  in  the 
attempt  to  obtain  a  new  house,  and  the  tenant  often  does  not 
wish  to  lose  this  advantage.  He  would  rather  put  up  with  things 
a  little  longer  if  it  is  going  to  mean  a  new  house,  but  if  repairs  are 
carried  out,  his  chances  have  gone.  As  the  proportion  of  modern 
houses  in  the  community  increases,  the  occupants  of  the  older 
dwellings  are  becoming  more  and  more  dissatisfied  with  their  lot. 
They  see  young  married  couples  going  into  new  houses  while  they 
feel  themselves  condemned  to  spend  the  rest  of  their  lives  in 
out-of-date  and  often  dilapidated  dwellings.  Repairs  are  only 
an  intolerable  nuisance  to  them.  What  they  want  is  a  house  they 
can  be  proud  of,  and  their  old  house  can  never  be  that. 

During  the  year  the  Council  decided  to  purchase  seven  old 
houses,  1  to  7  Ellowes  Row,  which  the  owner  was  unwilling  to  put 
into  a  state  of  good  repair.  These  houses  will  be  a  great  asset  to 
the  Authority  when  the  sale  is  completed.  There  are  families 
who  cannot  afford  the  rents  of  Council  Houses,  but  for  whom  it 
is  nevertheless  desirable  to  find  accommodation.  Such  houses 
will  also  be  of  great  use  in  providing  temporary  accommodation 
while  other  houses  are  being  extensively  repaired. 
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Repairs  under  a  Housing  Act  notice  had  to  be  carried  out  by 
the  Local  Authority  in  default,  on  one  occasion,  where  the  owner 
failed  to  have  the  necessary  work  done.  Considering  all  things, 
we  are  fortunate  in  only  having  had  to  go  to  this  length  on  one 
occasion. 

« 

During  the  year  one  of  the  remaining  two  pairs  of  back-to- 
back  houses  in  the  district  were  converted  to  one  house,  and  a 
very  fine  job  was  done  by  the  builder  in  this  case.  The  remaining 
pair  of  back-to-back  houses  has  been  left  for  the  time  being. 
In  this  case,  each  house  has  two  bedrooms  and  one  living  room, 
and  the  resulting  through  house  would  be  rather  large  for  either 
of  the  present  tenants,  one  of  whom  is  a  single  man.  While  in 
principle,  it  may  be  undesirable  to  have  back-to-back  houses,  in 
the  present  case,  no  great  harm  is  being  done  by  the  present 
arrangement. 

Since  the  coming  into  force  of  the  Housing  Act,  1949,  three 
applications  have  been  received  under  Part  II  of  the  Act,  for 
financial  assistance.  Two  of  the  applications  were  rejected  by 
the  Council  and  the  remaining  one  approved  in  principle.  The 
latter  case  was  still  under  detailed  consideration  at  the  end  of  the 
year. 

The  tenants  of  some  comparatively  modern  houses  complained 
of  broken  windows  due  to  the  rusting  of  their  iron  frames.  Hardly 
a  window  in  any  of  the  houses  was  entirely  whole,  and  in  my 
opinion  a  public  health  nuisance  existed.  The  owner  refused  to 
repair  the  windows  on  the  grounds  that  broken  glass  was  the 
tenant’s  responsibility.  It  was  decided  to  institute  legal  pro¬ 
ceedings  and  a  summons  was  issued.  Rather  than  appear  in 
court,  however,  the  owner  had  the  windows  scraped,  repainted 
and  reglazed,  and  the  case  was  withdrawn. 

A  rather  disturbing  incident  occurred  in  respect  of  a  house 
under  Demolition  Order,  and  from  which  we  had  rehoused  the 
tenant.  The  owner  subsequently  sold  the  house  without  dis¬ 
closing  the  fact  of  the  Demolition  Order.  The  purchaser  made 
no  enquiries  and  spent  a  considerable  sum  on  repairs,  thereafter 
letting  the  house  to  a  relative.  This  matter  is  still  under  con¬ 
sideration  by  the  Council. 

Altogether,  although  a  very  great  deal  remains  to  be  done 
in  the  realm  of  housing,  the  year  was  one  of  steady  progress. 
Repairs  of  all  kinds  were  executed  to  properties  of  all  descriptions, 
a  detailed  list  of  the  work  done  appearing  later  in  this  report 
under  the  heading  Notices.” 
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FOOD  INSPECTION. 

The  food  premises  in  the  district  consist  of  20  dairy  farms, 
9  bakehouses,  14  fried  fish  shops,  22  meat  shops,  5  restaurants, 

5  slaughterhouses,  and  30  ice  cream  premises.  In  addition,  there 
are,  of  course,  the  various  shops  scattered  throughout  the  district, 
most  of  which  are  of  the  general  dealer  class. 

On  the  whole,  these  premises  were  maintained  throughout 
the  year  in  a  good  and  clean  condition,  and  nothing  occurred  to 
warrant  an}/  serious  action  on  the  part  of  the  local  authority, 
with  the  sole  exception  of  one  of  the  ice  cream  premises. 

Since  October  the  responsibility  for  conditions  at  the  dairy 
farms  has  no  longer  been  that  of  the  local  authority.  However, 
inspections  were  made  right  up  to  the  date  of  transfer,  and  at  the 
time  of  handing  over,  conditions  on  the  farms  were  reasonably 
good,  taking  into  consideration  the  difficulties  of  the  war  and  the 
post  war  years. 

With  regard  to  the  retailing  of  milk,  most  of  the  supplies  in 
this  district  consist  of  pasteurised  or  sterilized  milk,  retailed  by 
large  firms  situated  outside  our  boundaries.  There  are,  of  course, 
a  number  of  producer-retailers,  but  the  amount  of  milk  they  sell 
is  small  in  proportion- to  the  total  consumed.  We  are  not  a  Food 
and  Drugs  Authority,  and  any  sampling  carried  out,  is  done  by 
the  County  Council.  We  receive  reports  on  all  samples  taken,  and 
where  necessary,  unsatisfactory  samples  are  followed  up  by 
visits  to  the  premises  concerned. 

Nothing  occurred  during  the  year  to  cause  any  suspicion  to 
fall  on  the  milk  supplies  in  our  area. 

The  bakehouses  in  the  district  were  all  maintained  in  excellent 
condition,  and  no  complaint  of  any  kind  was  made  throughout 
the  year. 

For  the  most  part,  the  fried  fish  shops  have  modern  stoves, 
and  up-to-date  and  satisfactory  premises.  Two  of  the  premises, 
however,  both  of  long  standing,  are  due  for  demolition  as  they  are 
wooden  structures  incapable  of  modernising.  Repeated  visits 
are  made  to  ensure  the  rapid  removal  of  waste,  the  cleansing  of 
fish  boxes  and  the  control  of  flies,  and  I  am  glad  to  report  that  the 
traders  are  only  too  glad  to  co-operate  to  the  best  of  their  ability. 
Throughout  the  year,  no  complaints  were  received  from  residents 
about  the  condition  of  any  of  the  fried  fish  shops. 

A  few  of  the  meat  shops  manufacture  sausages  and  other 
products  in  a  small  way,  and  a  close  watch  is  kept  on  such 
premises.  Conditions  were  satisfactory  and  no  cause  for  complaint 
was  found. 
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Of  the  five  restaurants,  three  are  of  the  snack  bar  variety. 
All  are  clean  and  well  maintained  and  no  trouble  of  any  description 
arose  during  the  year.  Frequent  visits  were  made  to  all  the 
premises  and  hygiene  in  all  its  aspects  discussed  with  the  staff. 

There  is  one  bacon  factory  in  the  district  and  the  other  four 
licensed  slaughterhouses  are  only  in  use  for  cottagers’  pigs. 

During  the  year  2,014  pigs  were  inspected,  and  19  cwts. 
1\  lbs.  of  meat  was  condemned.  Practically  all  of  this  was  due  to 
tuberculosis,  one  complete  carcase,  109  heads,  45  plucks,  1  hind 
quarter  and  1  fore  quarter  being  condemned.  A  number  of 
mesenteries,  intestines,  and  other  offal  was  also  condemned  with 
sets  of  lungs  and  other  parts  affected  with  various  other  conditions. 
The  percentage  of  pigs  found  to  be  affected  with  tuberculosis 
was  5-4%.  This  figure  would  undoubtedly  be  slightly  higher, 
but  for  the  comparatively  high  number  of  cottagers’  pigs  inspected, 
and  which  are  almost  invariably  found  to  be  in  excellent  condition. 


The  control  of  the  ice  cream  premises  caused  quite  a  con¬ 
siderable  amount  of  work  to  the  department.  Apart  from  many 
routine  visits,  a  total  of  71  samples  were  taken  for  analysis. 


The  result  of  the  71  samples  were  as  follows  : — 


Provisional  Grade  1 

2 

3 
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The  results  seemed  to  me  most  erratic,  and  varied  from 
grades  1  to  4  on  the  same  premises  with  no  apparent  reasons. 
The  manufacturers  were  also  mystified  by  the  seeming  inconsis¬ 
tency  in  the  results.  In  one  case,  the  manufacturer  had  samples, 
similar  to  ours,  sent  to  another  laboratory  with  differing  results. 

As  most  of  the  ice  cream  sold  in  this  district  is  manufactured 
outside,  it  is  extremely  difficult  to  apportion  the  blame  for  any 
grade  4  samples.  In  such  cases  the  manufacturers  always  blame 
the  vendor,  and  the  latter  the  manufacturer.  There  is  one 
manufacturer  in  the  district  who  sells  his  product  wholesale 
and  some  of  this  is  retailed  in  other  districts.  Conflicting  results 
have  been  obtained  from  samples  of  this  ice  cream  taken  by  other 
local  authorities.  Sometimes  they  were  better  than  ours  and 
sometimes  worse.  Many  hours  were  spent  in  the  factory  referred 
to,  and  we  managed  to  obtain  grade  1  samples  when  we  stood 
over  the  plant  from  start  to  finish  of  the  process.  A  few  days 
afterwards,  however,  a  grade  4  result  would  be  obtained. 

I  personally  should  feel  much  happier  about  the  whole 
position  if  I  could  manage  to  acquire  more  faith  in  the  reliability 
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of  the  system  of  grading.  One  can  remember  more  than  one 
method  of  analysis  in  the  past,  over  which  we  perjured  our  souls 
for  years  by  blindly  accepting  them,  only  to  be  finally  told  that 
they  were  inconclusive  and  useless. 

The  other  food  shops  in  the  district,  were  the  subject  of 
routine  inspections  and  no  serious  cause  for  complaint  was  found. 
The  following  list  of  canned  and  other  foods  were  certified  as  unfit 


for  human  consumption  and  destroyed  : 
Milk  . 

92  tins 

Fish 

27  „ 

Fruit 

27  „ 

Mussels 

11  „ 

Meat 

42  „ 

Peas 

11  „ 

Tomatoes 

35  „ 

Beans 

1  „ 

Vegetables 

42  „ 

Macaroni 

1  „ 

Grape  Fruit  Juice 

1  „ 

Syrup  ... 

1  „ 

Soup 

14  „ 

Marmalade 

4  „ 

Sago 

1  cwt. 

Fowl 

18 

Butter  .  . 

H  lbs. 

Bacon 

Ill 

.  .  .  .  1  1  2 

Cheese  . . 
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With  regard  to  the  general  subject 

of  food,  the  Council,  at 

its  December  meeting  decided  to  make  bye-laws  for  the  handling. 

wrapping  and  delivery  of  food  on  the  lines  of  the  model  bye-laws 

issued  by  the  Ministry  of  Food.  When  these  have  been  confirmed. 

our  hands  will  be  greatly  strengthened  in  our  efforts  to  make  safe 
the  food  supplies  of  the  people. 

INSPECTIONS. 

During  the  year,  the  number  of  inspections  made  to  premises 
of  various  kinds  numbered  4,098.  In  addition,  1,566  re-inspections 
were  made  to  properties  under  notice. 


The  types  of  inspections  are  listed  in 

the  table  below. 

Ants,  cockroaches,  etc. 

51 

Ashbins 

244 

Ashpits 

2 

Bakehouses 

36 

Canteens 

63 

Cesspools 

11 

31 


Cottagers’  Pigs 

126 

Dairies  and  Cowsheds 

116 

Drainage 

44 

Factories — Power 

151 

No  power 

4 

Food  Premises 

55 

Fried  Fish  Shops 

77 

General  Nuisances  .  . 

72 

Houses  Fumigated  . . 

23 

Houses  under  P.H.A. 

192 

Housing  Act  . . 

170 

Housing  (Survey) 

52 

Ice  Cream  Premises 

132 

Infectious  Disease  . . 

41 

Interviews 

50 

Letting  of  Council  Houses 

486 

Licensed  Premises  .  . 
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Milk  and  Dairies  Act 

45 

Miscellaneous 

28 

Meat  Shops 

89 

Overcrowding 

22 

Piggeries 

19 

Privies 

11 

Public  Cleansing 

336 

Rats  and  Mice  Destruction . . 

91 

Re-inspections 

1566 

Rents  (Collection  of) 

839 

Salvage 

41 

Shops  Act 

32 

Slaughterhouses 

184 

Smoke  Abatement 

13 

Tents,  Vans  and  Sheds 

16 

It  will  be  observed  that  a  number  of  the  inspections  relate 

the  public  cleansing  responsibilities  of  the  department,  a  subject 
dealt  with  more  fully  later  in  this  report. 

The  letting  of  council  houses  also  accounted  for  quite  a 
number  of  inspections,  and  the  item  “  collection  of  rents  ”  refers 
to  the  fact  that  during  the  year  we  managed  and  collected  the 
rents  from  requisitioned  property  in  the  district. 

NOTICES. 

During  the  year,  332  informal  notices  were  served  for  defects 
and  nuisances  of  various  kinds.  There  is,  of  course,  always  a  time 
lag,  sometimes  of  considerable  extent,  before  compliance  with 
notices  is  achieved.  Nevertheless,  the  work  asked  for  is  eventually 
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carried  out,  and  during  the  year  under  review,  346  notices  were 
marked  off  as  having  been  complied  with.  Some  of  the  notices 
concerned  had  been  served  in  1948,  but  there  was  an  overall 
reduction  in  the  number  of  outstanding  notices. 

It  is  not  at  all  easy,  in  many  cases  where  complaints  are 
made,  to  decide  whether  to  serve  a  notice  at  all.  Often  attempted 
repairs  merely  lengthen  the  life  of  property  which  we  should  like 
to  see  demolished  in  the  near  future.  In  other  cases,  money 
spent  on  old  out- worn  property  will  not  even  lengthen  its  life, 
and  owners  are  consequently  extremely  loath  to  incur  expenditure. 
The  high  cost  of  repairs  and  the  low  rents  of  many  houses  add 
further  difficulties  to  the  situation. 

In  difficult  cases,  we  found  it  preferable  to  use  the  procedure 
under  sec.  11  of  the  Housing  Act,  1936,  accepting  an  undertaking 
in  suitable  cases,  rather  than  proceed  by  the  service  of  a  statutory 
notice.  Nevertheless,  24  statutory  notices  were  served  during 
the  year  under  the  Public  Health  and  Housing  Acts.  In  one 
instance,  the  notices  were  withdrawn  and  the  Council  purchased 
the  property  instead  —  seven  houses  in  all. 

In  another  case,  a  notice  served  under  sec.  9  of  the  Housing 
Act  was  not  complied  with,  and  the  Council  carried  out  the  work 
in  default.  One  case  nearly  reached  the  Courts.  (See  page  27). 

The  figure  of  24  statutory  notices  served  does  not  include  a 
large  number  for  the  replacement  of  dilapidated  dustbins.  This 
matter  will  be  dealt  with  later  in  the  report. 

The  table  below  gives  a  list  of  the  work  carried  out  in  the 


district  due  to  the  service  of  notices. 

Ashbins  provided  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  170 

Burst  Pipes  repaired  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  7 

Bakehouses  limewashed  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  1 

Ceilings  repaired  or  renewed  .  .  .  .  .  .  28 

Ceilings  whitewashed  .  .  . .  .  .  . .  6 

Chimney  stacks  repaired  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  17 

Cowsheds  limewashed  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  10 

Cowsheds  modernised  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  2 

Dampness  remedied  .  .  .  .  .  .  . .  29 

Dirty  premises  cleansed  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  14 

Dirty  cows  cleansed  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  1 

Doors  renewed  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  15 

Doors  repaired  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  17 
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Drainage  cleared  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  18 

Drainage  provided  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  1 

Firegrates  repaired  or  renewed  .  .  .  .  .  .  19 

Floors  repaired  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  21 

House  roofs  repaired  .  .  .  .  .  .  ,  .  37 

Miscellaneous  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  11 

New  wash-houses  provided.  .  ..  ..  ..  2 

Plasterwork  repaired  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  39 

Privies  converted  to  W.C.s  .  .  .  .  .  .  7 

Privies  converted  to  chemical  closets  .  .  .  .  3 

Rooms  cleansed  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  4 

Sink  waste  pipe  repaired  or  provided  .  .  .  .  9 

Sinks  provided  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  4 

Spouting  repaired  or  provided  .  .  .  .  .  .  16 

Stair  treads  repaired  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  12 

Walls  pointed  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  17 

Walls  limewashed  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  24 

Washing  boilers  repaired  or  renewed  .  .  .  .  10 

Washing  facilities  provided  in  shops  .  .  .  .  1 

Water  supply  re-introduced  .  .  .  .  .  .  1 

W.C.s  cleansed  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  7 

W.C.s  repaired  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  10 

W.C.  new  pans  provided  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  7 

W.C.  cisterns  repaired  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  8 

W.C.  provided  .  .  .  .  .  ,  .  .  .  .  1 

Windows  repaired  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  36 

Windows  provided  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  1 

Yards  cleansed  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  10 

Yard  paving  re-laid  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  9 

PUBLIC  CLEANSING. 

Four  Shelvoke  &  Drewry  freighters  constitute  the  entire 
fleet  in  the  Cleansing  Department,  and  with  these  vehicles  we 
carry  out  refuse  removal,  disposal  and  salvage.  Street  cleansing 
and  gully  and  cesspool  emptying  are  carried  out  by  the  Surveyor’s 
Department,  a  procedure  which  is  not  generally  held  to  be  in 
accord  with  the  principles  of  good  public  cleansing  practice. 

If  we  start  at  the  beginning,  in  this  report  on  public  cleansing, 
consideration  must  first  be  given  to  the  dustbin.  Owing  to  the 
rejection  by  the  Council  in  1948  of  a  proposal  to  introduce  a 
municipal  bin  provision  scheme,  we  continued  throughout  the 
year  to  administer  the  old  method  of  obtaining  bin  replacements 
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when  necessary.  Informal  notices  are  first  sent  out  and  if  uncom¬ 
plied  with,  the  addresses  are  submitted  to  the  Health  Committee. 
After  authorisation,  statutory  notices  are  served,  and  if  the  latter 
remain  uncomplied  with  at  the  end  of  the  time  limit,  a  new  dustbin 
is  supplied  in  default  and  charged  against  the  person  to  whom  the 
notice  was  directed.  This  is  a  very  slow  and  cumbersome  pro¬ 
cedure.  In  many  cases,  up  to  two  months  have  to  elapse,  after  a 
bin  is  completely  useless,  before  a  new  one  can  be  supplied. 
During  this  time  considerable  nuisance  is  caused  to  both  house¬ 
holder  and  refuse  collector.  Nor  is  it  practical  to  start  the 
procedure  before  the  bin  is  actually  dilapidated.  Should  it  be 
tried,  owners  of  bins  will  argue  that  there  is  still  some  life  left  in 
the  old  receptacle. 

A  weekly  collection  of  house  refuse  is  maintained  throughout 
the  area,  summer  and  winter,  and  the  refuse  collectors  call  at 
premises  at  approximately  the  same  time  each  week.  During 
holiday  weeks  this  routine  may  be  upset  slightly,  but  this  only 
occurs  four  times  a  year.  Three  vehicles  are  engaged  full  time  on 
this  work,  and  as  there  are  just  over  6,000  bins  in  the  district  the 
work  can  be  done  easily,  with  ample  facilities  for  adding  the 
extra  bins  arising  from  the  building  programme.  It  must  be 
stressed,  however,  that  the  refuse  in  this  mining  district  is 
particularly  heavy. 

Refuse  is  disposed  of  by  controlled  tipping  at  a  site  in 
Holloway  Street  which  is  practically  in  the  centre  of  the  district. 
This  tip  is  not  fenced  and  is  used  by  many  people  as  a  short  cut. 
Children  love  to  play  on  it  after  the  workmen  leave,  and  tenants 
of  neighbouring  houses  were  actually  found  digging  out  the 
covering  material  for  use  on  their  garden  paths.  No  doubt  we 
should  not  have  used  such  attractive-looking  red  ash  for  this 
purpose.  Other  trespassers  add  to  our  worries,  such  as  tradesmen 
who  bring  their  own  refuse  at  weekends  rather  than  pay  trade 
refuse  accounts,  and  a  neighbouring  farmer’s  cows  who  prefer  our 
luxuriant  vegetation  to  their  own  monotonous  fare.  The  most 
serious  trouble  has  arisen  from  youths  who  on  two  occasions  set 
fire  to  the  tip  either  deliberately  or  through  carelessness.  How¬ 
ever,  in  spite  of  these  continual  worries  we  got  through  the  year 
without  any  serious  complaints  being  made  against  the  tip, 
which  was  unexpected  as  there  is  a  deep-rooted  prejudice  against 
this  form  of  refuse  disposal  in  the  minds  of  quite  a  number  of  our 
inhabitants. 

The  fourth  vehicle  in  the  department  is  employed  in  the 
collection  of  salvage  and  in  carrying  covering  material  to  the  tip. 
It  has  also  to  act  as  a  spare  vehicle  and  take  over  on  refuse  collec¬ 
tion  should  any  of  the  other  vehicles  be  off  the  road. 
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Waste  paper,  which  is  collected  from  shops,  private  houses 
along  with  the  refuse  collection,  and  from  the  tip  amounted  to 
81  tons,  for  which  we  received  £492.  This  was  an  increase  of 
10  tons  over  the  previous  year  and  may  have  been  due  to  the 
introduction  in  the  early  part  of  the  year  of  a  bonus  scheme, 
whereby  the  workmen  received  a  proportion  of  the  receipts  from 
the  sale  of  all  paper  above  the  previous  year’s  figure. 

Kitchen  waste  is  collected  from  bins  placed  in  the  streets. 
In  spite  of  many  complaints  regarding  these  bins,  the  Council 
would  not  agree  to  the  introduction  of  a  system  of  individual 
containers  —  largely  on  account  of  the  cost.  The  amount  of 
kitchen  waste  collected  from  the  street  bins  was  123  tons  during 
the  year,  the  income  being  £275.  This  was  a  drop  of  nine  tons 
on  the  previous  year’s  hgure. 

The  other  materials  salvaged  were  almost  negligible.  One 
ton  of  bones,  just  half  the  previous  year’s  figures,  reflected  either 
a  growing  carelessness  on  the  part  of  the  sorters  at  the  tip  or  a 
better  appreciation  of  the  cash  value  by  butchers.  Bottles  and 
jars  dropped  from  five  tons  in  the  previous  year  to  just  over 
one  ton  in  1949.  This  was  due  to  the  drying  up  of  several  markets. 
It  is  understandably  better,  and  possibly  cheaper,  for  manu¬ 
facturers  to  use  new  bottles  rather  than  salvaged  ones  which  are 
often  very  filthy.  The  sale  of  cullett  dropped  from  13  tons  in 
1948  to  three  tons  in  1949.  This  was  due  to  our  decision  to  stop 
the  salvage  of  this  material.  It  had  to  be  stored  at  the  refuse 
tip  where  it  was  salvaged,  and  it  was  a  never-ending  source  of 
attraction  to  children  and  youths.  The  labour  cost  in  clearing 
up  the  tip  every  morning  to  avoid  cut  tyres  was  more  than  the 
income  received.  The  only  other  item  of  salvage  was  two  tons  of 
scrap  iron  for  which  we  received  £5. 

Two  other  items  under  the  heading  of  public  cleansing  are, 
I  think,  worthy  of  a  few  remarks  —  complaints  and  cost.  With 
regard  to  complaints,  it  has  been  my  experience  over  many  years 
that  the  employees  of  the  cleansing  department  suffer  more 
abuse  and  criticism  than  possibly  any  other  section  of  the  com¬ 
munity.  Always  under  the  eyes  of  the  "  Ratepayers,”  they 
find  they  can  do  nothing  without  someone  thinking  it  ought  to 
have  been  done  differently.  As  regards  the  learned  professions, 
the  public  are  impotent.  They  are  blinded  by  science  and  meekly 
accept  anything.  But  public  cleansing  is  something  they  think 
they  can  understand  and  they  are  not  slow  to  express  their 
opinions.  Carping  criticism  has  a  most  adverse  effect  on  the 
efficiency  of  any  department  and  the  best  way  to  have  a  really 
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good  service  is  to  treat  it  with  sympathy  and  understanding. 
To-day,  public  cleansing  is  a  very  advanced  science.  The  Institute 
of  Public  Cleansing  has  for  years  contributed  extensively  to  the 
scientific  literature  of  the  country  on  this  subject.  And  it  is  not 
one  which  can  be  understood  easily  by  the  uninitiated. 

With  regard  to  costs,  I  feel  that  they  are  often  subject  to 
most  misleading  comparisons.  If  the  Ministry  were  to  re-introduce 
their  Annual  Costing  Returns  much  useful  information  might  be 
gained.  But  it  is  necessary  that  every  authority  should  work  to  a 
standardised  system.  Few  things  can  be  so  deceptive  as  cleansing 
or  salvage  costs  — ■  it  all  depends  on  what  you  put  in  and  what 
you  leave  out.  Besides,  the  working  conditions  as  between  one 
district  and  another  vary  enormously. 

The  cost  of  our  refuse  collection  and  disposal  service  for  the 
financial  year  ending  31st  March,  1950,  was  £8,031.  As  we  have 
no  means  of  weighing  our  refuse,  unit  costs  per  ton  can  only  be 
very  roughly  estimated  at  26/-.  This  figure  is  much,  higher  than 
in  some  districts,  but  is  also  much  lower  than  in  many  others. 

Salvage  costs  can  be  still  more  variable,  depending  on  what 
you  decide  should  be  included  under  this  heading.  Our  figures 
show  a  cost  of  £981  for  the  year  with  an  income  of  £820.  It  can 
be  claimed,  of  course,  that  salvage  is  merely  refuse  under  another 
name  and  always  had  to  be  collected  some  way  or  another.  The 
proper  way  to  look  at  it  is  to  find  out  what  would  be  saved  in 
cost  if  salvage  collection  ceased  entirely.  For  Sedgley,  it  would 
certainly  not  be  £981  or  anything  like  it. 

D.  J.  W.  ROBERTSON. 
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FACTORIES  ACTS,  1937  and  1948. 
Part  1. 


1.  Inspections  for  purposes  of  provisions  as  to  health  (including 
Inspections  made  by  Sanitary  Inspector). 


Number 

on 

Register 

Number  of 

PREMISES 

Inspections 

Written 

Notices 

Occupiers 

Prosecuted 

(i)  Factories  in  which  Sections  1, 

2,  3,  4  and  6  are  to  be  enforced 
by  Local  Authorities 

16 

42 

25 

(ii)  Factories  not  included  in  (i)  in 
which  Section  7  is  enforced  by 
the  Local  Authority 

40 

1 19 

(iii)  Other  Premises  in  which 

Section  7  is  enforced  by  the 
Local  Authority  (excluding 

out-workers’  Premises) 

Total 

56 

161 

25 

— 

2.  Cases  in  which  Defects  were  found. 


No.  of  Cases  in  which  Defects  were  found 

No.  of 
cases  in 
which 
prose¬ 
cutions 
were 
instituted 

PARTICULARS 

Referred 

Found 

Reme¬ 

died 

To 

H.M. 

Inspector 

By 

H.M. 

Inspector 

Want  of  Cleanliness 

7 

7 

— 

4 

— 

Overcrowding 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Unreasonable  temperature 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Inadequate  ventilation 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Ineffective  drainage  of  floors 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Sanitary  Conveniences — 

(a)  Insufficient 

1 

1 

— 

1 

— 

(b)  Unsuitable  or  defective  ... 

1  1 

9 

— 

5 

— 

(c)  Not  separate  for  sexes  ... 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Other  offences  against  the  Act 
(not  including  offences  relating 
to  Outwork) 

3 

2 

- 

Total 

22 

19 

— 

10 

— 

Part  VIII  of  the  Act.  OUTWORK. 


Section  1 1 0 

Number  of 
Out-Workers 

Number  of 
cases  of  default 
in  sending  lists 
to  the  Council 

Number  of 
prosecutions 
for  failure  to 
supply  lists 

Wearing  Apparel  (Making,  etc.)  ... 

1  14 

— 

— 

Carding,  etc.,  of  buttons,  etc. 

14 

— 

— 

Total 

128 

— 

— 
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